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Survey Discloses Questioning of Traditions

Studen;‘s As

k Changes

In Evaluation of Their Ability

By Jack Tate

Results of the annual REC-
ORD survey indicate that the
present examination system
is about half as popular with

SHeRWoSD

Prof. Clark Byse

Harvard Law Students as
3arry Goldwater was with
the American people in 1964,

The survey presented stu-
dents with nine methods of

having their performance
evaluated, with techniques
ranging from the present
system to official grading ot
Ames briefs and arguments.

Many of the alternatives
were similar to some of the
proposals being evaluated by
the Joint Student-Faculty
Committee, which is chaired
by Professor Clark Byse, as
it considers the grading sys-
tem and possible innovations
In the curriculum.

With considerably over
100 members of each law
school class responding to
the survey, only about one of
every elght third-yvear stu-
dents favored the present
system, with support climb-
ing to about one of five In
the first-vear class and to
just under one of three in
the second year.

However, with minor vari-
ations, the acceptability of
the present system sky-
rocketed with another 34 per

(Continued on Page 2)

Poll Indicates
Studying Decline

By J. David Gernant

The Harvard Law School’s
most cherished myth — that
of the full-time student
spending 40 hours per week
preparing for class, and an-
other several hours on extra,
law-related activity — is laid
to rest by the RECORD’S most
recent student survey.

Over the three years, the
amount of time spent on
studying grows progressive-
ly less, with 67 per cent of
the 1L respondents spending
more than 30 hours per week
on studying, while only 37

(Continued on Page 10)
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The Record survey was
mailed to 544 law students,

chosen at random from the stu-
dent directory. Replies totaled
351 (64.5 per cent), but not all
students responded to every
question. Two addresses were
unknown to the Post Office, and
the remaining 191 {failed to

respond.




Profs’ Objectivity Questioned

(Continued from Page 1)

cent of the students support-
ing it if code numbers iIn-
stead of students’ names
were used on final exam
blue books “to assist profes-
sors In being objective.”

Unfortunately, these 34
per cent cannot simply be
grouped with the 22 per cent
who favor the present sys-
tem to reach the conclusion
that with one minor revision
the system would enjoy the
support of almost 60 per

Possible Evaluation
Systems
(343 Responses)

Written evaluation by
a prof. each year

Several exams in
each course

Graded written memos
In each course

Coded blue books 34

E_léctwe ‘writing course 29
29

Ames compehtmn as
an elective course

Present system 22

Compulsory writing 18

~_course N

Official grading of Ames 16
brief and arguments

- 38

cent of Harvard Law

dents.

stu-

For instance, many of the
students favoring professors’
grading code-number labelled
exam books also favored a
written evaluation by a pro-
fessor or a compulsory writ-
Ing course.

The proposal drawing the
strongest support, by a
slight margin, was this idea
of having written evaluation

by one professor who had
worked with the student in
a limited enrollment course,

similar to first-vear small
sections.

First-year students most
strongly endorsed the idea
of having several graded
exams in each course, al-
though about 55 per cent
favored having one exam per
course per year.

Support for  multiple
exams remained at about the
same level in the second vear
but dropped sharply in the
third year to about 30 per
cent approval among 3Ls.

The 1ntroduction to the
survey’s question on evalua-
tive techniques contained the
following statement: “Given
that it is desirable to evalu-
ate student performance for
such purposes as informing
students of their relative
standing, motiviating them
to study and review, and
serving as a reference for
prospective employers, the
types of evaluation systems
I would like to see at the
Law School are:”

One angry young first
year student simply wrote:
“I don’t accept your prem-
ise.”” and refused to respond
to any of the alternatives.

Another, who favored hav-
iIng Ames competition as a
graded elective course
stated :

“In part, I think, my fail-
ure to write the Great Amer-
ican Brief stems from the
reality that I could not justi-
fy spending enough time on
this non-credit project to do
a really thorough job.”

By Richard Hoffman

More Harvard Law stu-
dents prefer a grading
system based on broad

categories ranging from dis-
tinction to hi-pass, pass and
fail, than any other alterna-
tive plan offered in the
RECORD’S annual survey, but
a majority of those polled
wouldn’t even change the
grading scheme that much.

Those preferring the pres-
ent grading system, a 10-
point rise in numerical
orades, letter grades with
pluses and minuses, or the
1)1*9%9111; letter grades made
up 55 per cent of the sample.

About 68 per cent of the
respondents want the law
school to award a greater
proportion of A’s, B’s or
honor grades. Only 28 per
cent favored retention of the
present rank list, while 25
per cent opted for total aboli-
tion of ranking and 46 per
cent voted to reduce the

What should be done

with the Rank List

# Yo
Abolish 84 o
Retain 91 28
Reduce to 153 46
honorary
places

places on the rank list to in-
clude only those needed to
staff honoraries.

“I'm cheered by the re-
sults, which indicate a
tremendous  diversity of
opinion,” commented Profes-
sor David Shapiro, who
heads a Student-Faculty

Committee panel which is
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investigating the
system.

“We need a change beyond
the question of more honor
grades. There isn’t any sim-
ple answer, especially since
the majority, it seems, isn’t
prepared to go even so far

orading

....................................
............................
...............................................................

shouldn’t have been admitted
In the first place; and the
great unwashed mass.” And
there’s at least one staunch
supporter of the J.D. degree
in the third yvear class.
Individual grading ra-
tionales abounded among

‘Diverse Opinions’ Among the Students

as broad categories,” Prof.
Shapiro added.

In general, first-year stu-
dents were stronger advo-
cates of changes in the
present grading structure,
Many more first-yvear re-
spondents (see table)
favored broad categories
and adoption of a pass-fail
scheme.,

But there was scant per-
ceptible difference between
the classes on most of the
other questions, except that
more third-vear students
liked the idea of abolishing
the rank list than the other
two classes.

One third-year man sug-
ogested the use of a three-
category system: “brilliant
— for those 8-10 people who
really deserve the title; stu-
pid — the 8-10 people who
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first-year respondents. “It is
ridiculous to pretend for

some abstract democratic
reason that Harvard stu-
dents are no different than
most other students and
should be marked in the
same way,” declared one
such response.

Another first-year re-

spondent questioned, “Why

......................................
...........
.....................................................................................

should Harvard Law feel
compelled to call a 75 an A?
Why not call an A an A, un-
less perhaps it wants to in-
troduce us to a fiction in the
flesh 7”7

On the question of the
ank list, Prof. Shapiro
noted, “You don’t necessarily
need it to get people on the
honoraries and we ought to
do what we can about doing
away with the rank list.”

veduction, if not abolition,
of the rank list may be forth-

coming shortly, Professor
John P. Dawson indicated.

His advocacy of drastic re-
vision of the list is slowly
surfacing through the Fac-
ulty-Student Committee’s
orading panel, which expects
to announce a proposal with-
in ten days.

On the whole, only the
first-yvear class displayed a
willingness to suggest radi-
cal measures such as evalua-

tive grading by teaching
fellows in Legal Method
oToups.

And lest anyone take too
much pleasure in the massive
anti-rank list majority, there
were two third-yvear men
who would like to extend the
list.

C‘iri::linr;,r System Preferred

1L

Present system
10 points added
Letters with + and —
§ Broad Categs.
Pass-Fail
No Grades
| Ctlior )5,
| Present letter grades
with no number values

2L 3L o




Closer Client Relationship Is Sought b

THE COMMUNITY Legal Assistance Of-
fice (CLAO) is currently seeking funds to
continue the operation of the neighborhood
law office beyvond the present academic year.

Financed for the past two years by dem-
onstration grants from the Office of Econom-
ic Opportunity, CLAO faces the possibility
that its grant may not be renewed, since
research and demonstration grants from the
OEO tend not to be perpetuated.

Noting that the present grant runs out
June 30, 1968, CLAO director John Ferren,
'62, reported that he and the office’s faculty
committee were working hard ‘““to arrange
for the program’s continuance beyond that
date.”

Praising the cooperation of the OEO dur-
ing the past two years and the unfettered
nature of its demonstration grants, Mr. Fer-
ren expressed concern that some of the
money being made available for poverty pro-
grams 18 becoming increasingly subject to
restrictions and outside controls. Monday
Congress passed and sent to the president
the 1967 Economic Opportunity Act with an
amendment putting local community action
programs under the control of the mayor.
Under its demonstration grant CLAO is not
affected by the amendment, but should it be-
come a part of community action under OEO
after its grant expires, then its efforts to
represent clients against the government
might be inhibited.

FIFTEEN TO twenty per cent of CLAO’S
cases Involve suits against governmental
agencies — mostly welfare and housing —
and restrictions on its discretion and scope
of action would reduce the effectiveness of
the neighborhood law office in representing
the clients who seek its help.

Prohibition against suing government
agenclies would not leave the CLAO staff —
4 full-time attorneys and about 115 student
assistants — with nothing to do. About 50
per cent of CLAO’s cases involve family re-
lations alone, But reform-minded lawyers
and law students see court review of some
government agency decisions as an Impor-

a4

tant aspect of CLAO’s efforts to represent
the poor.

CLAO has become involved in cases that
raise basic issues in the administration of
poverty law. Where persons are evicted from
public housing or put off welfare roles with-

out notice or public hearing there may be

Constitutional issues under the due process
clause. So far, CLAO lawyers have been
frustrated in their efforts to press those is-
sues to resolution in the Supreme Court be-
cause, according to Ferren, ‘“the other side
capitulates on the lower level. They don’t
want test cases.”

Whether or not to actively search out and
press these test cases presents a policy
problem for CLAO. The alternative is to
direct its primary attention toward serving
particular clients. The fact that 50 per cent
of CLAO’s work involves family relations in-

B C

CLAO

assistants
examine mail

in LLangdell

basement

1.3-:'::;: :

dicates that CLAO has not deliberately

eschewed its lawyer-client role in favor of

searching out and promoting test cases.

THIS TEST-CASE policy has been fol-
lowed by Gary Bellow, 60, deputy director
of California Rural Legal Assistance, another
OEO-funded office. Bellow has chosen to re-
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centrate on fundamental issues In poverty
law.

Gary Ratner, 3L, who worked in Bellow’s
office last summer, believes that Bellow has
been forced into that choice by the limited
resources he has. CLAO, on the other hand,
wtih its 115 students, has no manpower prob-
lem and thus hasn’t been forced to choose as
Bellow has, according to Ratner.

tatner feels, however, that CLLAO lacks
what Bellow has developed in the California
office — a “litigation strategy,” and because
students don’t know how to look for the big
issues when they interview clients, they miss
potentially important poverty law issues.
atner believes CLAO should teach the stu-
dents how to conduct “creative, structural

Interviews.”

Ratner’s view is shared by Richard M. Con-
ley, 3L. “We thought that by making the
legal system available to the poor they would
use it to fight the people who have been keep-
ing them down,” he said. “Instead, in most
of the cases we have family relations and
criminal cases; — they use it against each
other. We haven’t had the impact we
thought we’d have.”

THIS VIEW is not unanimous among the
students, however. William Becker, 3L, 1s
satisfied with the experience of dealing with
individuals and their problems. He has “no
objection to not working on landmark cases.”

Whether or not CLAO has effectively
searched out and pressed the fundamental
issues in poverty law, there seems to be little
doubt at CLAO that it is fulfilling its role
as a neighborhood law office, competently
representing the poor in the multitude of
problems that plague them — divorce, child
neglect, narcotics, crimes ranging from mis-
demeanors to murder, and all sorts of con-
flicts with housing and welfare authorities.

Most of the work is for individual clients,
and occasionally an exciting case arises. Rat-
ner and others are preparing a petition for
a writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court to
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J hn Ferren

reverse a burglary conviction, Conley is work-
ing with five other law students as co-counsel
in a murder case. Recently students helped
Paul Garrity, one of CLAQO’s practicing at-
torneys, represent a hippie on a narcotics
charge.

O NE OF THE problems at CLAO how-
ever, is that not everybody has a chance to

work on the exciting cases. Bruce Herr, 3L,
has spent most of his time on family mat-
ters, whereas Conley, by accident more than
design, has been assigned to a number of
criminal matters (including armed robbery)
in addition to his murder case.

But it is hard to find genuine complaints at
CLAO. Garrity is so impressed with the
students that he thinks “every one of them
is oreat,” and he says that frequently he
gets calls from local lawyers congratulating
him on the work done by opposing counsel,
the students.

And everybody, in CLAO at least, agrees
on the office’s educational benefits. It gives
the students practical experience in counsel-
ing, negotiation and litigation, in addition
to a first-hand view of the legal system at

work among the low-income citizens.
— BURGESS

=




Students Favor Halt in Bombing,

“Doves’” appear to out-
number “hawks” among stu-
dents at the Law School,
according to the RECORD’S
survey section on Vietnam.

Fifty-two per cent of the
students responding believed
that the bombing of North
Vietnam should be ended im-
mediately, while another 15
per cent thought it should be
gradually reduced even if the
North Vietnamese do not re-
spond reciprocally.

Only 5 per cent thought
that the bombing should re-
main at its present level,
while 11 per cent favored in-
creasing it in scope.

the size of American troop
commitment.

Student opinion was much
more widely spread on the
extent of American troop
strength in Vietnam than on
the matter of bombing.
Twenty per cent favored
maintenance of the present
level or increase as requested
by commanders in the field,
while only 16 per cent ad-
vocated a total military
pull-out. The majority of
students favored some type
of gradual decrease of troop
strength, though they split
as to whether reciprocal
enemy reduction should be a
requirement,

Bombing Level

a. maintain present level
b. widen bombing

o ?educe'_grn_d_ﬁt_::lly_ only
_upon reciprocal action

e. stop immédintély

Quite a number of stu-
dents thought it was an “all
or nothing” proposition and
thus gave two alternatives.
either to stop the bombing
immediately or to widen its
scope to include all targets
in North Vietnam.

The survey asked student
opinion on whether the Viet
Cong should be allowed to
participate in peace negotia-
tions and in any interim
coalition government. Other
questions dealt with the
President’s  Constitutional
power to conduct limited
wars, evaluation of the Ad-
ministration’s information
on the war’s progress, and

6

reduce gradually unu_cﬁ_fditiqnully | |

Most of the students
responding felt that infor-
mation released by the Ad-
ministration is, at the least,
deficient, 270 persons felt
that the news was incom-
plete; 123, that it is not ac-
curate; and 213, that it is
misleading.

Sixty-six students felt the
information was accurate,
but only six thought it was
complete. (On this ques-
tion students were asked to
check as many categories as
they thought applicable).

One typical comment was
“l think it’s as accurate as
we have (apparently not
very, but maybe as good as

any war).” Another student
stated he felt the informa-
tion is “fairly accurate but
politically and strategically
weighted and thus mislead-

ing.”

Twenty-four per cent felt
that the President does not
possess Constitutional power
to pursue a limited war, but
sixty per cent said that he
did have such authority,
either inherently or under
the aegis of authorization
such as the Gulf of Tonkin
vesolution.

The percentage of those
feeling the President lacked
adequate Constitutional
power dropped from 31 per
cent in the first year to 17
per cent in the third year
(perhaps a function of tak-
ing Constitutional law?).

Many of the votes tabu-
lated believing that Presi-
dential authority exists
provided “there is some Con-
oressional authorization,
such as the Gulf of Tonkin
Resolution of 1964.,” ecrossed

m
Viet Cong in an

Interim
Coalition Government
# A
Yes 266 81
No 62 19

o T T N T W, A Rl o o I,

out the last phrase. One
first-year student said, “the
resolution is too broad and
should not have given the
President such complete
power without further Con-
gressional deliberation and
decision.”
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A total of 294 students
(87 per cent) thought the
Viet Cong should be allowed
to participate In peace nego-
tiations as a separate entity;
12.4 per cent thought they
should be allowed to partici-
pate only as part of the
North Vietnamese delega-
tion. Two students, or 0.6
per cent, thought they
should not be allowed to par-
ticipate at all.

And more than four fifths
of the responding students
believed that the Viet Cong
should be permitted to par-
ticipate In an interim coali-
tion government in South
Vietnam. Only 19 per cent
felt they should not so be
allowed.

One first-year student
stated, “Any negotiations,
coalition governments, troop
withdrawals, or bombing re-
ductions must be under cir-

cumstances that provide
reasonable assurances of
self-determination for the

November’s
Meeting on
Vietnam

at the

l.aw School

14,

Troop Commitment

a. maintain present level

b. increase as requested ]p_y m111tury

¢. reduce gradually only

upon reciprocal reduction | |
! d. reduce gradually uncnnd:tmnctlly

| e. withdraw immediately

people of South Vietnam
both In appearance and 1n
Tact.”

In a recent poll of over
5,000 Harvard University
students and facuity, 56 per
cent favored an immediate
cessation of the bombing of
North Vietnam.

On some other issues,
however, students at the Law
School are more “dovish”
than the University commu-
nity at large. For example,
only 16 per cent of the latter
would reduce the troop com-
mitment gradually whether
or not the enemy recipro-

cates, while more than 37 per
of the law

cent students

would gradually, but uncon-
ditionally, withdraw the
troops.

One student observed, per-
haps with a good deal of in-
sight, “I don’t think it is
possible to conduct a poll on
Vietnam with any sort of
fairness, because the issues
are too complex and the al-

ternatives too varied. In
frying to fit my responses

into the given categories, 1
don’t think a fair representa-
tion of my own beliefs on the
issue comes through.”

Sixty-one per cent, of the
students who responded indi-
cated that their draft classi-
fications were II-S. Seven
per cent, or 23 students, said
they were unclassified as of
now, and two per cent
indicated they were I-A.
Eighteen of those unclassi-
fled were 1L’s. Veterans ac-
counted for eight per cent
of the sample, while six per
cent possessed fatherhood
deferments.

Four per cent were fe-
males (one wrote, “Luckily,
my sex denies me this privi-
lege”).

One unfortunate male, re-
sponding to the question
“My draft. status is . . .”,
sald his status was_ ‘‘pre-
carious,”




Carthago Delenda Est

The RECORD’s annual survey contains a number of sur-
prises as well as some results that were to be expected.

In the latter category were the responses to the question
on the ranking system (See Story, Page 2). Almost seventy-
five per cent of those who answered that question would
either do away with the listing entirely or would restrict it
to the number of students needed to staff the Honoraries, a
total of about 60.

This number would presumably be lessened if the current
proposals for selecting some members of the Honoraries on
a basis other than grades are accepted.

The present system of ranking one-third of the Law
School was put into effect not because the Faculty thought
it desirable to rank that many, but because they thought it
was detrimental to rank all 525 students as had been done
previously. As usual, the result was a compromise by which
the present one-third continued to be ranked.

At last year’s open meeting of the Student-Faculty Com-
mittee, the rank list was severely criticized. As the RECORD
sald last year, “Differences of one or two points on the aver-
age account for great differences in rank in class, surely an
example of distinction without a difference.”

The time has come to abolish ranking entirely, with the
administration compiling a rank list to select members on the
honoraries without disclosing to students exactly where they
stand 1n class.

This is one area where change may be effected both
easily and swiftly. The students’ sentiment is clear. There
15 no excuse for further delay.
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TONGUE °N CHEEK

By Fenno

As a veteran at hanging in with
a low B average, I would like to
pass along a few tips to those like
myself who enjoy exam periods
because you can sleep late:

1) Buy at least one book for each
course right away. 1 have tried
borrowing books or reading over
somebody’s shoulder at Benee’s, but
this doesn’t give you enough psy-
chological security to give an exam
question a good shaking up. Physi-
cal possession of books, perhaps
occasionally flipping through for
chapter headings, is a must — but
be wary of detailed reading. It's
terribly confusing.

2) Don’t borrow other people’s
class notes. You’ll generally find
that they're as dull as the classes
you've missed.

5) When the day comes, be sure

!
|
[
|
|
¥

to remember to bring something to |

write with (preferably a black ink
fountain pen as it looks more in-
tellectual) and show up at the

right examination room. This last |

point cannot be emphasized enough.
L still remember the horror of one
of Professor Howe’s students when
he suddenly realized that he had
been taking an hour of Professor
Dawson’s D.L.I. exam by mistake.

4) Tear out the center pages of
your bluebook to make less look
like more, If you're a little weak
substantially, as you’re apt to be,
the sheer volume of your bluebook
production will become an impor-
tant factor on your side.

9) The best defense is a good
offense. Dismiss the major issues
(of which you are ignorant) as
“obvious” and begin thrusting at
some sniveling procedural points
before launching into the usual
anguished debate of whether the
court or the legislature should
deal with the problem.

6) As a matter of tone, you
should never tire of emphasizing
what a “close” question it is. This
compliments the professor on the
construction of his exam, that arti-
ficial monster which is the only
thing standing between you and a

 degree,

HARVARD LAW RECORD

S1
01
ti

3
re
t
n
fe

IT]




cEm L}

K

vith i
» to
like

lods

ach |
ried
wer
but

ure
r to |
ink
In-
the
last
lgh.,
one
hen
had
ISOY
tke.
i of
ook
eak
be,
ook
JOr -

ood
ues

as

at
nts
ual
the
uld

you ‘
ing
'his
the
rti-
nly
d a

=D

—

Automobile Thieves |

Not Hardened Pros

To the Editor:

I read with interest your article
(RECORD, November 16) deploring
the increase in the number of auto
thefts in the area. The
problem, of course, is national iIn
geope . . . .

Boston

In addition to the loss and in-
convenience caused the victims of
theft, the national cost of the prob-
lem 1s not measured in dollars
alone. The accident rate for stolen

automobiles, for example, is iIn-
ordinately high. Stolen automo-

biles will be involved in approxi-
mately 100,000 accidents this year,
nearly 20,000 of which will result
in death or personal injury.

These figures suggest that mea-
sures which increase the difficulty
of stealing cars may prove effec-
tive in a large number of cases.

Although vour article notes that
“most [autos] are vulnerable to the
really determined thief’”” the indica-
tions are that most car thiefs are
in fact not hardened, skilled pro-
fessionals against whom defensive
measures are difficult, if not futile.

For example, approximately half

the automobile thefts involve vehi-
cles parked with keys left in the
1ignition;  approximately

doors unlocked. More than 60%
of all persons arrested for auto
theft are under the age of 18;
nearly 90% are under 25. Only 5%
of stolen cars are taken for pur-
poses of resale and only 8% are
taken in connection with ecrime or
for purposes of escape from crime.
Over 80% of car thefts are for pur-
poses of trausportation or joy-
riding. . . .

==

The Department of Transporta-
tion, through its National Highway
Safety Bureau, has issued an ad-
vance notice of proposed rule
making looking toward the formu-
lation of standards requiring new
cars to be equipped with anti-theft
devices. Key ejection devices,
steering wheel or transmission
locks, hood locks, improved door
locks, and alarm systems are some
of the techniques under considera-
tion.

As you note, anyone can now
purchase so-called “universal” car

: YK d1e 1 . owevy "
keys through the mail. Howevel

rislatic s pending before .
legislation is pending befc the
Congress to outlaw this practice.

While the measures to be taken

DECEMBER 14, 1967

three- |
quarters involve cars left with the |

Letters to the Editor of the RECORD

by the Federal Government will
doubtless have some long-range im-
pact upon the incidence of ecar
theft, the exercise of good sense
by car owners is of far greater
immediate importance. Simply by
locking car doors and removing the
1ignition key, owners can do much
to reduce the chances of their car
being stolen, and, in so doing, to
reduce the toll in property and in
lives now exacted by car theft.

John E. Robson, ’55
General Counsel,
Department of Transportation

Reading Period

A petition 1s currently being cir-
culated asking the Student-Faculty
Committee to consider what
changes in scheduling or cancelling
classes would be made necessary
by the creation of a reading period
before 2L, and 3L examinations.

The petition reviews some of the
arguments on both sides of the
issue, but concludes that “the
reading period will provide a better
system by which the competing
needs of studying law and remain-
ing human can be balanced.”

A reading period for 1L’s was
instituted last year.

‘Might as well start
another casebook —
| they’re taking all
the fun out of

grading.’




Law- Text
and

Reference Books: |

First Resort
to the Coop.

Look no turther than the new Coop Book-
store on Palmer Street for Law text and
reference books. A special section on the
Third Floor is devoted to Law text and
reference material. All books are promi-
nently displayed along wide carpeted
aisles and arranged so that you can find
what you're after as quickly and easily
as possible.

Looking for leisure-time material? Drop
down to the Second Floor of the Book-
store. You'll {ind more than 20,000 paper-
backs plus a varied selection of records
unequalled anywhere.,

For study-time or leisure-time material,
use the Coop Bookstore as your con-
venient, one-stop Book Shop.

1400 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Thurs: Open til 9 P.M.

Reg. Hours: 8:50-5:30 Mon.-Fri.
Sat: 9:00-6:00

Park free at the Church Street Garage for 1 hour
with a purchase of $3.00 or more at the Coop.
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' Harvard Myth Of

(Continued from Page 1)
per cent of the 3L’s study that much.

On the other hand, 47 per cent of the 3L’s
spend more than 15 hours per week in social
activity and co-curricular organizations ver-
sus 25 per cent of the 1L s.

The survey revealed some curious things
about some organizations. Students habitual-
ly joined the Bull and Bear and International
Law Clubs because of “interest,” and then
left the club because of a “lack of interest”
or “loss of interest.”

The Student Bar Association got the most
flak, First-year students gave the customary
reasons for joining, i.e., for court tours and
prison trips. But 2Ls had left the club be-
cause 1t “did NOTHING” ; it was a “nothing
organization”; a ‘“useless organization.” One
sald he joined because “I was a sucker 11.”

Also disenchanted were many members of
the Democratic Club: “the club seems pomp-
ous, childish”; it has “silly members” : “take-
over of club by nuts”; “childish wrangling.”
The Republicans, on the other hand, got peo-
ple who joined because “my party needs me”
or because of “loyalty.” The Republican Club
lost one, however, to the Democratic Club,
not because he became a Democrat, but be-

“
Hours Per Week Spent in Study

1L 97, 3L
15 or fewer 8 % 29 7% 35 %
20-25 ¥ 259 29 % 28 %
30-35 39% 275 R
40-50 sy 18 % 16%
Over 50 s A & R
Responses 115 102 98

A e T L T W O o N W P Y Sl B, T T LT IO AR S B,

cause the Democratic Club was “far more
Interesting” — maybe he enjoyved the “inter-
necine warfare” that one disgruntled Demo-
crat complained about.

Fven the St. Thomas More Society leaders
were attacked by their members. Some mem-
bers said they joined because of the discus-
sions and speakers but quit because the
discussions and speeches stopped; because
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[ 'Singleminded Students Laid to Rest
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i the club had been ‘““taken over by the ‘happy
time’ crowd.”

One student who had joined the RECORD

'staff said he quit because he “disagreed
- with the editorial policy”; some staff mem-

bers would be surprised to hear that the
RECORD has an “editorial policy.” Another

- Joined “to be able to write stories and not

y

oet nasty,” but certain writers have dis-
covered that merely joining the staff does
not necessarily prevent the writing of nasty
stories. A RECORD photographer said he
could not quit because, he cheerfully con-
fessed, “I'm irreplacable [sic].” If he were
a writer, he would be fired.

The survey also revealed that some stu-

dents are becoming wealthy on the side. One,
a computer programmer, is earning $10,000

- a year. Another, who asked that the nature

of his work not be disclosed, advises his
clients on a subject in which he is an expert,
and earns $22,000 a year doing it.

The accompanying charts tell a more com-
plete story. Of the two, the study-time chart
i1s the more accurate and therefore the more
useful. For tabulating the study-time chart,
each student response was given two votes:
1If he had listed a range of hours, then both
the low figure and the high figure were
counted individually ; if he gave only one fig-
ure, that one was counted twice,

The results are dramatic. What do they
mean? At the least, they must mean that
second- and third-yvear students do not use
their increased familiarity with the law to

T | | | R | | | S | 1 - | o || D I | - - I | S . I | I S - | I R | | R | | | S ¢ Ty | | )

LENNY'S GULF

@ Complete Car Service

Snow Plowing
354.9203
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1725 Mass. Avenue, Cambridge, Mass.

Have your car checked and tuned
before long vacation drives and ski trips.

dig more deeply into their subjects and the
assigned material, e.g., that they do not sup-
plement their class preparation with wide
reading of law review articles. At most, they
may mean that most students lose interest
after the first year and are overtaken by
boredom.

Most likely, they simply mean that the in-
tense first-year pressure that comes from not
L T R PR T e T O SR T L TS B S VY T N T e T R 177

Hours Per Week Spent in '‘Social’

and Extra-Curricular Activity

1L oL 3L
5 or fewer 12:% 7 % 8 %
6-10 32% D9 29 %
11-15 31% 16% 16 %
16-20 18% 25% 19%
Over 20 7 iy A 30 % 28 %
Responses 108 100 100

knowing where one stands vis-a-vis his class-
mates is off : the first-vear student has been
pigeon-holed over the summer, and he comes
to believe that no matter how much harder
he works in the second year, his place is
established. Apathy sets in, and the student
slacks off sharply. By the third year, apathy
and eagerness to get out are the rule rather
than the exception.

The results are also partially explainable
by the increasing participation in outside
activities, many of them law-related, in sec-
ond and third vear. The law-relatedness of
many of these activities would indicate that

(Continued on Page 13)

|| COIN — OPERATED
: Dry Cleaning
+ ! POLY CLEAN
: Open 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.
n 1685 MASS, AVE.
Road Service : ' Getwesn SO i
il

11




Bura, Baby, Burn

Appellant Wins Model Appeal

By Robert Bares

The Supreme Court of
Ames, Harvard Law School’s
upiguitous tribunal that
oiten meets at strange night
hours to hand down decisions in
mythical litigation, was called to
order once again December 11,
1967, at 8 p.m. for the appellate
argument in the case Milam .
Caprit Hotels, Ine. a creation of
the teaching fellows.

The Milam case involved a suit
by the Milam family to recover
for injuries suffered by an infant
child from burns sustained on an
exposed radiator pipe of the
Capri Hotel, and for mental
anguish suffered by the mother
in seeing her child so burned.

Playing to a full house, Pro-
fessor David Shapiro helped set
the tone of a witty and vigorously
rhetorical spirit that prevailed
throughout the argument. In
peinting out just how important
was 'the judge’s particularly mis-
leading instruetion, Prof. Shapiro
referred to it as a “beacon of cer-
tainty in a sea of complexity,”
and was rewarded with gales of
laughter from the audience.

Professor Charles Fried was
equally capable of demonstrating
that a good lawyer can devise a
good metaphor, referring to the
plaintiffs’ lawyer’s exception at
the trial to the jury instruction

¥
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Professional
Typist

Room 306
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as so vague as to be an attempt
to “plant a mine in the record
which plaintiff can later detonate
at will.” This metaphor also drew
a vigorous audience approval, as
did Prof. Shapiro’s concluding
plea for a liberalization of the
zone of danger rule in mental
harm suits, saying “Defendant
says his law is rooted in the con-
crete; we say it is encased in
cement.”

Under questions from the
learned judges, numerous conces-
sions were extracted from both
sides. Mr. Fried had no sooner
finished being “entirely content to

accept plaintiff’s concessions”
than he was forced to concede

that one of his own arguments,
about collateral estoppel, “was —
how shall I say-— something
imaginative.”

The decision of the judges was
to reverse the decision of the trial
court for the reasons advanced by
appellant.

And as to the performance of
the able professor-attorneys, a
vote of the three judges resulted
In “a tie”.

SKI EQUIPMENT

Large Variety — Famous Brands

Tennis & Squash Shop

67A Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge
Opp. Lowell House — TR 6-5417

Professional Dry Cleaning

and Shirt Laundry

at

B AR EXY
CLEANERS
KI 7-8098
4 Hudson St., Cambridge
(off 1672 Mass. Ave.)

|
Lvents of Note
First-year students desiring to
be candidates for membership on
| the Joint Student Faculty Com-
' mittee next semester should turn
In nomination petitions, signed by
at least 20 students, to Professor
Byse’s office on or before January
10.

e ok *

Library hours for Langdell dur-
| ing Christmas recess will be 9 a.m.
|to 5 p.m. Dec. 21, 22, 26, 27, 28,
and 29. On the same dates the
International Law Library will be
|open Y a.m. to 11 p.m. Both libra-
ries will be closed Dec. 23-25, and
Dec. 30-Jan. 1. They will be open
from 8:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Jan. 2-8.

e 3
The “Barristers’ Ball” will be
sponsored by the Harvard Law

Wives Saturday, Dec. 16, from 8
to 12 p.m. in Harkness. Dress is
semi-formal. Tickets are $2 per
couple for members; $3, for non-
members. There will be live music
and food in abundance.

L

CRONIN'S

114 MT. AUBURN ST.

=

Famous for Steaks
Chops & Sea Food

$.99 SPECIALS

Student’s Budget

Choice Liquors, Wines and
Imported Beers

— SAMPLE DAILY SPECIALS —

il T il il B R i i g

Soup or Juice
Roast Rump of Beef
French Fries — Tossed Salad

Rolls & Butter — Beverage

$1.50

Dessert \
\
Tel. EL 4-1366 \

\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
; Good Food on a
\
§
\
\
\
\
\
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“Salami-Slicing Results in G'reateT Soaal Actmty

(Continued from Page 11)

students who participate in them have not
lost interest in law, but look with a cynical
eve on the way it is taught in the classroom.

The stubborn fact remains, though, that
however the salami is cut, class preparation
is given an ever thinner slice.

The second chart, on time spent in “social
activity,” is less valid, but it is useful as far
as it goes. From each student response, one
ficure was calculated, as a combination
(sometimes an estimated combination) of
both the number of hours listed for “social
activity,” plus the hours spent currently In
organized clubs at the Law School. The fig-
ure thus includes such time-consuming activ-
ities as Law Review, Legal Aid, Board of
Student Advisers, and CLAO, but excludes
all time spent on outside work for money.
Therefore, the “over 20”7 figures are some-
what distorted.

The chart does clearly indicate, for what-
ever reason, that increasing hours of stu-
dents’ time are spent on social and club
activity. This is not surprising, given the
trend shown in the first chart.

One student, a 3L, indicated on his ques-
tionnaire how his study and social hours have

varied over the three years: 25-30 hours of

study in the first vear, 15-20 in the second,
and 1 to 8 in the third; 8 social hours in the
first year, 10 in the second, and 15-20 in the
third. |

One 1L, by almost anyone’s standards, has
his priorities scrambled: he claimed to spend

20-25 hours on physical activity, 40-60 hours

Time Spent in Gannet House

on social activity, and 5 to 10 on studies.
Clearly, a Law Review man.

There was a place on the blank to indicate
the number of hours spent in sports and
athletic activities. The results were not sig-
nificant enough to tabulate. No discernible
variation appeared from year to year. The
only surprising thing was that fully 41% of
those who responded said they spent no
hours or only one hour per week on physical
activity.

Another item asked the amount of time
spent on Ames club activity, but responses
to that were so spotty that nothing mean-
ingful could be culled. One whimsical 1L
claimed that the reason he joined the Gris-
wold Club was because “I love Griz.”

MOVING?

Reserve Your Date Now

United Van Lines Agent

34 E. Concord Street
Boston, Mass.

|

Boston's Oldest Moving Company

Free Estimate and Advice on Packing, etc.

William McDonald Co.

iy o]
| BRODIE AUTO RENTALS

Lowest Rates
in Harvard Square

491-7600 |
| 90 Winthrop St.

——

Used & New Law Books
LAW SCHOOL AIDS
Bought — Sold

|| HARVARD BOOK STORE

1248 MASS. OPP. LAMONT
TR 6-9069

CO 6-3388
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Law-Grad Dems Vote to Support McCarthy

The Harvard Law-Gradu-
ate Democratic Club, which
recently voted to “dump”
President Lyndon B. John-
son in 1968, voted over-
whelmingly on Dec. 6 '~
support Senator Eugene Mc-
Carthy for the Democratic
presidential nominee,

The resolution, introduced
by Thomas O’Brien, an exe-
cutive board member of the
club, was passed by a vote
of 50 to 3.

The motion bound the
club’s delegates to the Mas-
sachusetts College Young
Democrats’ Convention, held
Dec. 10, to vote to endorse
Sen., McCarthy at that con-
vention.

At the convention, held at
Boston University, the Mas-
sachusetts Young Democrats
voted to endorse Sen. Me-
Carthy for the nomination.

CHICKEN DELIGHT |
UN 4 - 0520

Free
Delivery

Complete
Chicken,
: £+37§), Shrimp, Fish |
2 X562/ Rib and Clam |
A\ Y Dinners
S Also Pizza
Hrs. Mon. 4-8
Tues, - Sat, 4-11
Sundays &
Holidays 11-11

———

While the proposal originally
read “support,” the Harvard
contingent led the fight to
strengthen it by substituting
“endorse.”

Eric Copland, 2L, was
elected treasurer of the state
Young Democrats at the
same meeting.

The club’s resolution spoke
of a society beset with the
problems of race, poverty,
and war, and said that
“President Johnson’s policy
of continuing military esca-
lation becomes more and
more bankrupt as these
problems reach crisis pro-
portions and as animosities
among Americans intensify.
Americans have lost trust in
our leaders’ integrity and
competence.”

The club voted “to actively
support Senator McCarthy’s
candidacy and other realistic
political alternatives that
will lead to a peaceful settle-
ment in Vietnam and will let
us proceed anew with the
building of a better world
both at home and abroad.”

I —

SQUASH RACKETS
Tennis & Squash Shop

67A Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge
# 1 Tennis Retailer 1967

AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE

Massachusetts Automobile Registrations expire on January lst. We
are able to turnish complete insurance for your car.
service. All our companies offer national service through indepen-

dent agencies.

W. T. PHELAN & CO.

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Harvard Square at 11 Dunster Street, (street floor)
Telephone 876-0876

Travelers Insurance Co.
Hartford Fire Group

Insurance since 1898
Paul J. Aiken

Francis W. Phelan

Free plate

Aetna Casualty & Surety
National Fire Group

Richard R. Ramsey

Arguing in favor of the
resolution, Mr. Copland,
vice-president of the club,
sald that the McCarthy can-
didacy and the resolution
were positive actions.

In debate over the pre-
vious “Dump Johnson” reso-
lution, some club members
had contended the club was
only being negative.

Fulton Eaglin, another
member of the executive
board, attempted to amend
the resolution by adding a
pledge of the club’s support
of the final Democratic
nominee for president, who-
ever he might be.

Opponents of the amend-
ment contended that it would
destroy the whole purpose of
the motion. The amendment
falled by a vote of 35 to 5.

Today is the deadline for
handing in applications for

the Second Year Writing
Program.
Application forms are

avallable in Prof. Herwitz’s
office and at the Reception-
1st’s Desk in Langdell. The
program begins after mid-
vear exams and ends just
before Spring vacation.
Comments by the partici-
pants are published 1n the
annual Harvard Legal Com-
mentary.

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE
UNIVERSITY SHOP

Complete selection of
MEN’S CLOTHING
in traditional styling.

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE

73 Mount Auburn Street
EL 4-7120

Cambridge
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Inn Hangs Out ‘No-Vacancy’ Signs for G1rls

Girls have once
failed to get in the Inn.

After an hour of parla-
mentary quibbling in Lang-
dell North Middle Dee, 5, the
Lincoln’s Inn members pres-
ent (not a quorum) issued
an advisory opinion to the

ag ain

Board of Governors (by a
vote of 47 to 30) that the
whole question should be
dropped indefinitely.

Before the vote, Lisle
Baker, 3L, had argued that
girls should not be admitted
so members could talk about
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% With Christmas
g Record ceases publication for the current se-

mester with this issue.

vacation

imminent, the #

After the return to classes on Jan. 4, the mid-

of the second semester on Jan. 22,

the next

issue of the Record will be distributed the day
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i
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yvear exams from Jan. 15 to 20, and the start %
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before Ground Hog day.
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EXETER STREET THEATRE

Exeter and Newbury Streets
Boston

New England Premiere!
FESTIVAL

(Newport Folk Song Festival)
Joan Baez, Bob Dylan,

and Many More

KE 6-7067
2:00, 3:50, 5:45, 7:40, 9:35
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RETURN ADDRESS:

HARVARD LAW RECORD
MAIL DEPARTMENT,
HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138

LANGDELL HALL

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

sports and use rough lan-
guage, and he was concerned
that a girl’s feelings would
be hurt too much if she were
turned down for membership
as an individual.

Harvey Clapp, 3L, argued
that for every woman you
let 1n, you have to leave a
man out — he asserted that
contacts made at the Inn
were more important for a
man than a woman.

Marc Fasteau, 2L, de-
livered the most eloquent
speech 1n favor of admitting
women.
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HARVARD SQ. I
UN 4-4580

Held over!
erren Beatty — Faye Dunaway

"BONNIE AND CLYDE"”
2:00, 95:45, 9:35
plus
"TOKYO OLYMPIAD"

4:05 and 8:00
Starts Dec. 20:

"WATERHOLE NO, 3”

plus
“"Barefoot in the Park”

BRATTLE SQ.

TR 6-4226.
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“"TOM JONES™
aily S:19, 7:30, 9:45, Sat mat.

s D
December 17-18-19
“"THE KNACK"

3:00

! Starting December 20
Humphrey Bogart
and Ava Gardner in

“THE BAREFOOT
CONTESSA”
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