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MARCH 11, 1969

| The Harvard Law School Fac-
11ty meets this afternoon to
onsider a recommendation from
ts Committee on the J.D. de-
sree urging that the J.D. be
adopted as the Law School's
first professional law degree

instead of the LL.B.

In a memorandum to the fac-
ulty, Professors James Chad-
bourn, John Mansfield, and Er-
nest Brown, Chairman, stated:

"The Committee appointed by
Dean Bok to consider the
matter of the J.D. degree
recommends to the Faculty

~ that it recommend to the

3 President and Fellows:

; 1. That the degree of
Juris Doctor (J.D.)(with
honors as individually
recommended) hereafter
be awarded to graduates
of the Harvard Law School
as the first degree in
law, in lieu of the de-
gree of Bachelor of Laws
heretofore awarded.

2. That the degree of
Juris Doctor be made a-
vailable retroactively
to those graduates of
the Harvard Law School
| now holding the degree
of Bachelor of Laws who
wish to have new certi-
ficates issued to them,
upon the payment of what-
ever amount is determined
to be appropriate to co-
ver the costs involved."”

The Committee report cites a
resolution approved on April 10,
1602: "Voted that the Faculty
recommend to the President and
Fellows that the students who
have a bachelor's degree in Arts,
Science, Philosophy or Litera-
ture and who have fulfilled all
the requirements for graduation
in the Harvard Law School receive
hereafter the degree of Juris
Doctor instead of Legum Baccalau-
reua."™

On October 19, 1909 the IFac-
ulty voted "that the degree of
J.D. be given to persons who,

after completing the third year
at a college whose degree admits
the holder to the School, reside
four years at the School and pass
successfully the end of each
vear examinations upon a full
year's work."

In today's sixteen-page mem-
orandum, arguments for and ag-
ainst change were summarized.
"Appropriateness of change" was
not elaborated upon. With regard
to uniformity, the factor "is
of some weight, and (that) there
1s some value in having a single
and standard styling for the
first degree in law." "Sparse"
evidence of "hardship or dis-
crimination against holders of
the LL.B." were summarized. With
regard to "opinion," "it never-
theless exlsts...And some of it
is as intense as it is unques-
tioning."

Against change: The doctor-
al degree 1s not necessarily a
research degree. There will be
some impact upon the graduate
law prngxﬁm. As an “exercise in
academic gevaluation," this ar-
gument is not of "significant
weight against change."

"Finally, we feel we should
express regret for the necessity
of imposing upon the Faculty a
Report of these dimensions upon
an issue that we must conelude
is of minimal significance.

But, if it was to be dealt with
it seemed appropriate to canvass

the principal arguments that
have been advanced."
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